MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES CF FINANCE

with the religious functions; otherwise they are kept from
them, and the imam may not allow them to use such places.
There is divergence of view as to whether people need the
permission of the imam for using such places. According
to Malik, as quoted by al-Kharashi, praying places (mas-
fid) situated in the desert, may in the absence of other
places be used for taking shelter in them and eating dry
food such as dates. It is not, however, lawful to engage
in irreverent practices while in such praying places, except
when life is in imminent danger.

Nomad people who travel from place to place in the coun-
try, grazing their cattle, are entitled to the place where they
camp until they leave. Such people may be allowed by
the imam to settle in a place if this is not prejudicial to the
interests of travelers.

As regards the snns, watering places, schools, and other
public buildings or pious foundations of similar nature, their
use belongs to the first comer, and may not extend beyond
the customary length of time, unless the founder of the en-
dowment stipulated to the contrary (shart waqif). When
there is no stipulation, only the faqlhs may take up their
residence in the schools, although the general public may
visit them and enjoy their shelter for a short time. Ex-
cept in the case of travelers' inns, where the travelers may
not stay longer than three days and nights unless it be be-
cause of rain or bad weather, or fear of danger, the occu-
pants of public buildings are not molested while they are
pursuing the object for which the building is intended.
Thus the students lodged in an educational institution
(madrasah) are let alone until the end of their studies, or
until they give them up. Such people do not forfeit their
title by going away to attend to some necessary business.